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From: rtablondi@aol.com
To: Victor Planning Commission
Cc: Kimberly Kolner
Subject: Proposed Hillside Regulations
Date: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 3:21:19 PM


Dear Members of the City of Victor Planning and Zoning Commission,
As you may be aware, our firm Rendezvous Engineering, has been working with
Larry Thal and the Mountainside Village project since 2004. I personally have been
working on a wide range of land development projects in this area since the late
1970s. I therefore thought it was appropriate and important to comment on your
proposed hillside subdivision regulations.
Although we agree with most of the elements of this proposed ordinance, we are
concerned that the current language calls for an arbitrary set maximum slope of 20%
for building envelopes. We believe that this proposed 20% limit is not based on any
real technical data and does not take important site-specific information into
consideration.
There are numerous existing examples of safe, quality and visually attractive
development in this area that are on slopes exceeding 20%. These examples are in
the Town of Jackson, Teton Village and throughout Teton County, Wyoming. There
are also numerous examples in other similar areas in Colorado, Utah, Montana, and
Idaho. Hillside development on slopes greater than 20% is common and to be
expected in this mountainous community.
Rather than setting an arbitrary limit, we believe that it is more appropriate to require
a comprehensive geotechnical investigation of hillside sites to better determine the
development parameters. Slope is one of several parameters that would be
considered in such an investigation. The investigation should be conducted by a
qualified professional with a proven track record, relevant experience, and
appropriate certifications. To ensure that the recommendations of the investigation
are implemented, a bond or letter of credit should be required. This would provide a
mechanism to ensure that the hillside development is completed and reclaimed
according to plans and specifications approved by the City.
We would therefore recommend that your new hillside ordinance include language
that would require a geotechnical investigation and performance bond as described
and not include an arbitrary 20% slope limitation.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
 
Bob Ablondi
Idaho P.E 5994
Rendezvous Engineering
307-733-5252 (office)
307-413-3052 (cell)
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